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In May and June, five hospitals announced the pending 
departure of their presidents. St. Anthony Hospital in 
Oklahoma City witnessed the retirements of its last two 
Franciscan Sisters of Mary: Sr. Thelma Mitchell and Sr. Judith 
Ann Moyer (See story on page 12). Fr. Jim Krings, with  
the system for 19 years, left his job as director of mission at 
SSM St. Joseph Hospital of Kirkwood to do parish work.

Dawn Runge, SSM 
corporate vice president of 
organizational effectiveness, 
sees all the changes as an 
opportunity to grow.

“Yes, change can  
be scary,” Runge said. 
“But it is a great 
opportunity for us to 
rejuvenate mentally.

“Through all these changes, we have an opportunity  
to create new ways of doing business, learn new 
leadership styles and help move SSM Health Care into  
the future,” she added. “Our patients deserve the best  
care, and fresh ideas can come with change.”

St. Francis Hospital Sale

An investment banker has been hired to find a buyer  
for the 410-bed St. Francis. The decision to sell followed  
the denial by the Illinois Planning Board of an application  
by SSM for a certificate of need to build a sister hospital  
in nearby Orland Park. 

SSM had hoped the proposed new hospital would bolster 
its ability to serve Chicago’s south side. With a new hospital 
out of the question, SSM reevaluated its ability to continue to 
serve Blue Island and the surrounding community. St. Francis 
is SSM’s only hospital in the Chicago region. Since 2007, 

SSM has invested more than $75 million to make 
the existing hospital state-of-the-art, according to 

Dixie Platt, SSM senior vice president, mission and 
external relations. 

presidents named

In other changes, SSM Rehab President Steve Johnson was 
named president of SSM DePaul Health Center, Bridgeton, 

Mo., replacing interim President Carm Moceri. SSM 
Rehab Chief Operating Officer Vicki Horst was 

subsequently named interim president of SSM Rehab.
H. Gray Cox, chief operating officer at Unity Health, 

Shawnee, Okla., was named president of St. Francis Hospital 
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