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Our partnership 

with the American Cancer 

Society enables us to reach 

out to many patients affected by 

cancer.  Eight times per year, we host 

“Look Good, Feel Better,” a program that 

helps female cancer patients learn beauty 

techniques to help their appearance and self-

image during treatment.  We also collaborate with 

the ACS to provide onsite information libraries and 

access to resources for cancer patients. 

Penni Quitsch of the American Cancer Society 
styles Jessica Hanke’s wig at the Center 

for Comprehensive Cancer Care in Mt. 
Vernon. Jessica and her mother, both 

of whom were fighting cancer, 
benefited from free wigs during 

their treatment, provided through 
our partnership with the ACS. 

Hope is a part of the 

healing process, and so 

is laughter and support. 

St. Mary’s Good Samaritan 

hosts a number of support 

groups for a variety of 

difficult life

situations.   
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In 2007, St. Mary’s Good 

Samaritan became host to the 

only “Mended Little Hearts” 

support group in southern 

Illinois. According to the 

American Heart Association, 36,000 babies 

are born each year with a heart defect—

approximately nine in every 1000 births. 

Families affected by pediatric heart disease 

from all over our region attend the monthly 

meetings. Through the interaction with other 

families, caregivers can find laughter, healing 

and hope. As they connect with other families 

who have survived the shock of learning a 

child has a heart defect/heart disease, they 

also learn better how to navigate the maze 

of medical decisions and procedures and 

map out a plan for the future.

We also provide educational/

support groups for diabetes, cancer, 

autism, and grief.  Each month, families 

also take advantage of our childbirth 

classes, new sibling classes, and 

breastfeeding classes, all of which 

are offered at a variety of times and 

locations, and free of charge.


