St. Joseph May 1, 2009

CONNECTED

ces of SJHC, SIMP and SJHC-W

Ukg =oga’( Sa Heopaja' A

Hapbo >]j Pkcapdan

Got News?

Send it to
Mary_Enger@ssmhc.com or
interoffice mail it to

PR and Marketing.

SSM Experts Talk
b k n SWing Bl Shfgty

When SSM Health Care CEO
Sr. Mary Jean Ryan, FSM,
put out a call for cost-
saving ideas, you
responded. And an over-
whelming number of
suggestions had to do with
saving energy. Suggestions
included turning off lights,
computers and other office
equipment when not in

percent, the cost savings
would be significant.

Soon you’ll be seeing “Lights
0ff” signs posted across
campus. Hopefully these will
serve as a daily reminder to
all of us that we need to
create some new habits.

Energy-Saving Ideas:

use. ® Have an “energy meeting”

“These are very good
suggestions,” said Cory
Elliott, executive director of
facility and support services
for the North Operating
Group. “ It’s always impor-
tant to conserve energy,
but given the difficult
economic climate, it is
especially important that
we become vigilant.”

In fact, you may be
surprised to learn that
DePaul’s electric bill is
more than $1.3 million each
year. The annual electricity
bill at St. Joseph Health °
Center is nearly $1 million
and at St. Joseph Hospital
West, it’s more than
$500,000!

So if we could reduce
usage by as little as 10

nationalhospitalweek.com

National Hospital Wee

in iour deﬁartment to discuss

EXTRA! EXTRA! Watch for an issue of
Connected Extra next week. The entire
issue will cover activities and awards
for National Hospital Week, May 10-13.
Find out the nursing and employee
award winners, get the lowdown on
the BBQ and the scoop on the ice
cream trucks! Stay tuned!!

SSM Health Care infection control
experts from across the system
met by phone Monday to ensure
that SSM is prepared in the event
of a swine flu pandemic.

The safety of SSM employees was
a critical part of the
conversation.

“SSM will do everything
humanly possible to keep
employees safe,” says Andy
Kosseff, medical director of
system clinical improvement.

Dr. Kosseff said SSM is in daily
contact with the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC), which
would, if the situation were to
escalate, distribute massive quan-
tities of protective equipment and
medicine for health care workers.
But Dr. Kosseff urged caution
because, to date, most of the 50
reported cases in the U.S. have
been mild.

Years of emergency prepared-
ness training and a highly active
infection prevention network have
positioned SSM to address a
variety of emergencies — a
pandemic being only one of them.
The infection control group will
continue to monitor the swine flu
situation as it evolves, and SSM
Corporate will monitor events at
all SSM facilities.

To ease your concerns and
answer your questions about
what’s going on with the flu, SSM
has set up a Swine Flu Forum and
Swine Flu Update link on every
entity’s intranet site. The Forum
gives you an opportunity to ask
questions of SSM’s infection
prevention experts. Another excel-
lent source for information is the
CDC Web site:
http://www.cdc.gov/hiniflu/



